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PREFACE
One of the ways that Boise State is meeting this responsibility is by operating a Survey Research Center. The Center's
mission is to conduct timely, high-quality research that will assist Idaho's citizens and policymakers in their efforts to
solve state and local problems.
This report presents the results from the second annual omnibus survey of the opinions held by Idahoans on public
affairs issues. The research was conducted under the direction ofDr. Gregory A. Raymond with the assista
E. Mayes and Kristie Browning. Faculty from the College of Social Sciences and Public Affairs who helped construct the
survey questionnaire included Professors John C. Freemuth (Political Science), David Johnson (Social Work), Gary F.
Moncrief (Political Science), David Patton (Graduate Program in Public Affairs), Robert C. Sims (History), James B.
Weatherby (Graduate Program in Public Affairs), and Stephanie Witt (Political Science). Additional contributions to the
project were made by Larry Clark (Survey Research Center Interviewing Supervisor) and various members of the Boise
State University staff, including Karen Kelsch, Chris Latter, Dana Robinson, Chuck Scheer, Randy Swope, Patricia L.
Trofast, and Tonya Weyand.
spent many long hours in the Public Opinion Laboratory conducting telephone interviews: Ro Alvarado, Lorri
Aitchison, Xochitl Beagarie, Jeannie Braun, Josh Brockman, Beth Campbell, Jeff Daudt, Keith Daudt, Joseph de la Vega,
Joni Driskell, Jennifer George, Beth Gongaware, Wendy Holden, Jenny Johnson, Shauna Jones, Stephanie Jordan,
Debbie Leatham, Neeley Main, Cameron McFaddan, John Pettigrew, Laura Senderowicz, Ramon Silva, Shannon
Smith, and Sheri Smith. Their hard work is much appreciated.
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INTRODUCllON
The Idaho Policy Survey is a continuing program in the College of Social Sciences and Public Affairs at Boise State
University. Its primary purpose is to examine public opinion on issues that are currently the subject of debate or that
civic leaders have identified as potentially important on the state's agenda.
Polling has become commonplace in contemporary American life. When designed and administered properly, po.lls
are an effective way to gauge beliefs, attitudes, and opinions on a range of prominent issues. Although the Idaho PolIcy
Survey provides an overview of citizen concerns and preferences, it does not make policy recommendations. We
recognize that surveys are only one way of gathering information about public opinion, and that public opinion is just
one consideration that goes into policymaking.
This volume of the Idaho Policy Survey builds upon its predecessor by asking many of the same questions that were
posed to last year's respondents. Our intent is to build a longitudinal data-base so that trends in public opini.on can be
traced over time. In addition to the questions that we repeat from year to year, each volume of the Idaho PolIcy Survey
a particular year. Thus the reader is given information that allows over-time comparisons of enduring issues, as well
as focused case studies of hot topics.
Volume 2 of the Idaho Policy Survey contains six sections. The first section examines citizens' opinions on the quality
of life in Idaho and what problems now facing the state are seen as the most important.
The next section looks at the preferences of Idahoans toward the projected state budget surplus, and explores the
degree of their support for state spending increases in thirteen broad service areas.
The third section focuses on attitudes toward the national, state, and local levels of government. It also depicts the
perceived fairness of different types of taxes and the extent to which Idahoans back term limitations on state elected
officials.
The fourth section moves on to consider such social issues as child abuse, homeless people, illiteracy , drug abuse,
AIDS, tolerance of minority groups, and abortion.
The fifth section portrays the views of Idahoans toward crime and punishment. Confidence in the state's criminal
criminals are all assessed.
Finally, the last section examines the environmental concerns of Idahoans. It analyzes how residents of the Gem State
weigh the trade-offs between environmental protection and economic growth, as well as how they feel about proposals
to divert water from the Snake River Basin to California.
The report concludes with a methodological appendix that summarizes the procedures used to draw the sample and
conduct the interviews.
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mE Q UAlJ1Y O F LIFE 1N ill AH 0
Once again, the Idaho Policy Suroey began by asking the respondents how they felt about the overall quality of life in
Idaho. As Figure 1 and Table 1 show, the vast majority of the individuals in our sample gave a positive response to this
question, with respondents from counties in Region III expressing the greatest satisfaction and those from counties in
Regions II and IV voicing the most dissatisfaction (see Map 1). In general, the higher the level of education possessed
by the respondent, the greater the degree of satisfaction. Whereas 41 percent of the college graduates in the sample were
highly satisfied with the quality of life in Idaho, only 24 percent who had a high school education or less held the same
point of view. This finding parallels the results that were reported in last year's Idaho Policy Suroey .
Figure 1
CITIZENS' OPINIONS ON THE QUALITY OF LIFE
IN IDAHO*
(N= 787)
'Percentages do not total 100% due to rounding error.
Three respondents (less than one-half of one percent)
voiced no opinion.
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TABLE1
A COMPARISON OF OPINIONS ON THE QUALITY
OF LIFE IN IDAHO, BY REGION*
State Planning Region
II III IV v VI
Highly Satisfied
Satisfied
Dissatisfied
Highly Dissatisfied
25%
67
5
2
27%
57
14
1
36%
59
4
1
21%
62
13
1
32%
58
7
3
29%
63
7
1
(Number of Cases) (92) (77) (287) (113)
"Column percentages may not totallOO% due to rounding error. Three respondents from Region IV voiced no opinion.
(106) (113)
Idaho. To gain insight into citizens' perceptions of these problems, the survey respondents were asked what they
considered the most important problem facing the state of Idaho today. The question was open-ended to prevent any
influence from suggested choices and was asked early in the interview before other questions in the survey could bias
responses. The problems that were identified, therefore, can be interpreted as being highly salient to Idahoans.
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Eight-eight percent of the respondents in our sample identified a major problem that faced Idaho, and, like last year,
As depicted
in Figure 2:
.
cited by 18 percent of the citizens in the survey-
.15 percent of the respondents point to some aspect of economic development as the major problem
confronting the state.
.Taxes/government spending (9 percent) constituted the only other perceived problem area that concerned
at least five percent of the Idahoans who were interviewed.
Figure 2
CITIZENS' DESIGNATIONS OF
THE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEM FACING IDAHO
(N= 787)
Some differences exist in the kinds of people who perceive problems in each of these areas. Table 2 provides the
percentages within several demographic groups on whether they see education, the environment, or economic
development as the single most important problem facing Idaho.
.Idahoans with a bachelor's degree or more (27 percent) and with annual household incomes of $25,000 or
higher (21 percent) are more likely to name education as the state's primary problem than Idahoans with
less formal schooling (16 percent) and lower household incomes (13 percent).
.Citizens with a high school education or less (13 percent) do not describe environmental issues as the
state's most important problem area as often as those citizens who have attended (20 percent) or graduated
from (24 percent) a college or university.
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.Respondents with a college or university education (8 percent) tend to see economic development as the
state's foremost problem less often than other respondents in the sample.
.Concern with education is particularly strong within Region VI (25 percent), while concern with economic
development is high within Region I (27 percent).
.Environmental issues are cited as the major problem confronting Idaho less frequently in Region II than
they are throughout the rest of the state.
TABLE 2
EDUCATION, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AS THE MOST IMPORTANT PROBLEMS
FACING IDAHO, BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS
Most Im~ortant Problem
Economic
DevelopmentEducation Environment
18% 18% 15%
16
20
18
17
14
16
(370)
(417)
17
21
13
18
18
17
14
17
12
(264)
(349)
(167)
16
16
27
13
20
24
16
19
8
(363)
(250)
(172)
13
21
18
19
17
14
(262)
(472)
Demogra12hic Grou12
Total Sample
Gender
Male
Female
Age*
18-34
35-60
61+
Education*
HS or less
Some college/tech.
BA or more
Household Income*
Under $25,000
$25,000 +
State Planning Region
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
19
20
17
16
15
25
22
10
20
18
15
16
27
16
12
10
17
14
( 92)
( 77)
(287)
(112)
(1()6)
(113)
"Number of cases less than 787 due to refusal of some respondents to report age, education, or income.
Figure 3 portrays the expectations of Idahoans for the next decade.
.
personal life in the 1990s to get easier or harder answered that they felt it would get harder.
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Figure 3
CITIZENS' EXPECTATIONS FOR liFE
IN THE 19905
(N=785)
Dependsi don't know
10%
Harder
54%
Easier
36%
TABLE 3
A COMPARISON OF POSITIVE AND NEGA TIVE EXPECTATIONS
FOR LIFE IN THE 19905, BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUPS
Easier
Citizens' Expectations
Harder (N)
36% 54% (785)
38
34
51
57
(369)
(416)
41
40
19
54
51
59
(263)
(349)
(166)
29
36
50
60
57
38
(361)
(250)
(172)
26
42
63.
49
(261)
(472)
Demog!:a12hic Grou12
Total Sample
Gender
Male
Female
Age*
18-34
35-60
61+
Education*
HS or less
Some college/tech.
HA or more
Household Income*
Under $25,000
$25,000+
Sta~e Planning Region
41
31
41
34
29
28
46
55
50
55
59
65
( 92)
( 76)
(287)
(112)
(106)
(112)
II
III
IV
V
VI
*Number of cases less than 785 due to refusal of some respondents to report age, education, or income.
.-
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As a general rule, the lower the level of education, the less the income, and the longer the residency in Idaho, the greater
the propensity to believe that life will become more difficult in the future. Fifty-nine percent of the respondents with
a high school education or less, compared to 38 percent of those possessing a college degree, see their personal lives
becoming more difficult. sixty-three percent of those with incomes below $25,000 , versus 49 percent of th
incomes, expressed the view that life would become harder. Finally, 57 percent of those polled who have resided in the
held the same opinion.
Some of the problems that Idahoans see on the horizon are a product of events that transpire beyond our national
borders.
past to a new multipolar world will not necessarily be smooth and without dangers. Nevertheless, as can be seen in
Figure 4, a majority of Idahoans reject an isolationist foreign policy.
.72 percent of those interviewed believe that the United State should remain actively involved in world
affairs.
Support for active involvement in world affairs is strongest among males (77 percent), individuals between the ages
of 35 and 60 (77 percent), those with incomes of $25,000 or greater (77 percent), and college graduates (82 percent).
Figure 4
CITIZENS' RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE
FUTURE U.S. ROLE IN WORLD AFFAIRS
(N=780)
Active
involvement
Isolationist
withdrawl
No
opinion
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STATE SPENDING PRlORmES
In contrast to the lean years of budget shortfalls and cutback management of the early 1980s, Idaho's state government
has more recently faced the task of deciding what to do with a budget surplus. Over three quarters of the Idahoans polled
(n = 607} indicated that they had an opinion on what should be done if the state enjoys another revenue surplus. As
documented in Figure 5:
.55 percent of those who held an opinion on how to use the projected surplus would spend it on current
needs, 19 percent would return it to the taxpayers, and 15 percent would place it in a rainy day fund.
Figure 5
CITIZENS' PREFERENCES ON THE
DISPOSITION OF STATE
BUDGET SURPLUS
(N=607)
Although most Idahoans probably do not know the exact funding levels for specific state programs, they generally
have opinions on the spending priorities for broad categories of state services. To ascertain citizen spending preferences,
survey respondents were first reminded that government spending comes principally from tax revenues, and then asked
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whether the amount now being spent by the state government should be increased, maintained at the present level, or
decreased in each of 13 broad service areas. These areas included child protective services, economic development,
senior citizen programs, aid to low income families, health care services, prisons, law enforcement, roads and bridges,
fish and game, parks and recreation, environmental protection, higher education, and public education (kindergarten
through high school).
Few Idahoans called for a decrease in state spending within any of these 13 service areas. There were, however, clear
differences of opinion over which areas needed funding increases. As summarized by Figure 6:
.Over half of those polled favored increases in public education (74 percent), child protection services (61
percent), and funding for roads and bridges (56 percent).
.Between one-third and one-half of the respondents supported funding increases in senior citizen
programs (48 percent), health care (48 percent), higher education (46 percent), law enforcement (44
percent), environmental protection (40 percent), aid to low income families (39 percent), and prisons (35
percent).
.Less than one-third of those individuals who were sampled advocated increases in funding for economic
development (32 percent), parks and recreation (19 percent), and fish and game (16 percent).
Table 4 gives the demographic differences in the degree of support for those programs which received backing for
funding increases by at least half of the total sample respondents.
TABLE 4
SUPPORT FOR STATE SPENDING INCREASE IN
SELECTED SERVICE AREAS, BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP
Service Area
Public
Education
Child
Services
Roads &
Bridges (N)
Demographic Group
Total Sample
Gender
Male
Female
74% (787)61% 56%
74
74
54
67
65
49
(417)
(370)
Age*
18-34
35-60
61+
79
78
58
(264)
(349)
(167)
66
61
54
50
59
61
71
75
80
65
58
58
59
54
55
(363)
(250)
(172)
71
77
62
61
55
59
(262)
(472)
Education*
HS or less
Some college/tech.
BA or more
Household Income*
Under $25,000
$25,000+
State Planning Region
77
71
73
70
78
76
67
58
60
65
62
56
67
65
61
53
43
46
( 92)
( 77)
(287)
(112)
(106)
(113)
II
III
IV
V
VI
*Number of cases less than 787 due to refusal of some respondents to report age, education, or income.
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A majority of respondents in each demographic group supported an increase in state spending for public
education. The strongest source is among college graduates (80 percent). The weakest amount of support
comes from respondents, who are 61 years of age or older (58 percent).
A majority of respondents in each demographic group supported an increase in state spending for child
protection services. The strongest sources of support are among women (67 percent), respondents between
the ages of 18 and 34 (66 percent), and residents of Region I (67 percent). The weakest support comes from
respondents who are 61 years of age or older (54 percent).
.The strongest sources of support for an increase in funding for roads and bridges are among men (65
percent) and residents of Regions I (67 percent), II (65 percent), and III (61 percent). The weakest support
is found among residents of Regions V (43 percent) and VI (46 percent).
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POLITICAL CONFIDENCE AND GOVERNMENTAL REFORM.
Within the American political system, Idahoans interact with federal, state, and local government. What is more, they
frequently hold different opinions about each of these three levels. The degree of confidence that they have in any given
level is often thought of as a barometer of their optimism or pessimism about the capacity of that level of government
to solve current problems. As Figure 7 indicates:
.37 percent of the individuals in our sample claimed that they had the most confidence in local govern
another 33 percent said the same for state government, and only 10 percent held that view of the federal
government.
.16 percent of the respondents volunteered that they had no confidence in any level of government.
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A similar pattern appeared when those interviewed were asked to name the level of government that best responded
to their needs. Figure 8 shows that:
.41 percent of those polled believe that local government responded best, 36 percent selected state
government, and 11 percent picked the federal level of government.
Figure 8
CITIZENS' DESIGNATIONS OF LEVEL OF
GOVERNMENT WHICH BEST RESPONDS
TO THEIR NEEDS
(N= 787)
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Figure 9
LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT PERCEIVED
AS GIVING THE MOST FOR TAX MONEY
(N=784)
Figure 10 reveals that Idahoans also differentiate among different types of taxes based on their perceived fairness.
.38 percent of the survey respondents said that the federal income tax was the least fair tax that they paid,
25 percent asserted that it was local property tax, 17 percent designated the state sales tax, and 10 percent
singled out the state income tax.
The federal income tax is criticized the most by members of the 35-60 age group (42 percent). In contrast, local property
taxes (28 percent), the state sales tax (20 percent), and the state income tax (12 percent) are deemed most unfair by
Idahoans who are 18-34 years of age.
Recently the idea of placing term limitations on elected officials has gained considerable attention. Figure 11 reveals that
almost three quarters of Idaho's citizens would place limits on the length of service by state elected officials-
.73 percent of those polled support term limitations on elected state officials, with the greatest backing
coming from women (77 percent) and those aged 61 or above (80 percent).
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Agure10
CITIZENS' DESIGNATIONS OF THE
LEAST FAIR TAX
(N=783)
Figurell
CITIZENS' POSITIONS ON LIMITING
THE TERMS OF STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS
(N=784)
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CURRENT SOCIAL ISSUES
At the conclusion of Idaho's centennial year, it is appropriate to take stock of the social problems that may exist within
the state and begin thinking about what kind of society Idahoans want in the future. Figure 12 presents the perceived
severity of five problems about which residents of the Gem State have expressed concern.
.89 percent of the respondents assert that drug abuse is a serious problem in Idaho. Specifically, 36 percent
feel that it is a fairly serious problem and another 53 percent believe that is a very serious problem.
.86 percent of the respondents state that child abuse is a serious problem. A total of 32 percent claim it is
a fairly serious problem and another 54 percent identify it as a very serious problem.
73 percent of the sample cite illiteracy as a serious problem, with 43 percent placing it in the fairly serious
category and 30 percent portraying it as very serious.
.58 percent of those interviewed claim that AIDS is a serious problem. Of that total33 percent define it as
fairly serious and 25 percent as very serious.
.57 percent of the respondents say that homelessness is a serious problem in Idaho. Thirty-nine percent
believe that the problem is fairly serious and another 18 percent refer to it as a very serious problem.
Figure 12
CITIZENS'IDENTIFICATIONS OF
SERIOUS SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN IDAHO
(N=787)
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Several significant differences appear when comparing demographic groups in terms of what is seen as a very serious
problem. Women (59 percent), for example, are more likely than men (48 percent) to interpret child abuse as a very
serious problem. In comparison to other Idahoans, the elderly (25 percent), individuals with low incomes (24 percent),
and the less educated (21 percent) are more prone to define homelessness as a very serious problem. Illiteracy tends more
often to be seen as a very serious problem among minorities (42 percent) than among non-minority respondents (29
percent). Finally, drug abuse and AIDS are more frequently portrayed as very serious problems by those persons who
have lived in Idaho for over a decade (57 and 27 percent, respectively) than they are by the state's newest residents (35
and 16 percent).
Another potential social problem facing Idaho is racial intolerance. Table 5 indicates that Idahoans are divided over
the extent of intolerance in their local communities toward minorities, and whether or not attitudes have changed in
recent years.
.34 percent of the respondents report a moderate to great degree of prejudice in the area where they live,
36 percent describe a moderate to great degree of friendly feeling toward minorities, and 27 percent claim
that there is not much feeling one way or the other.
.41 percent of the respondents believe that people in their community have become more tolerant of
minorities, 45 percent see no attitudinal change, and 8 percent feel that intolerance has grown.
.Minority respondents tend to see higher levels of prejudice and a greater increase in intolerance than non-
minority respondents.
TABLES
CITIZENS' OPINIONS ON ATTITUDES TOWARD
MINORITIES IN THEIR COMMUNITIES*
Entire Sample Minority Respondents
Current Communi~ Attitude
8%
26
26
10
27
3
Great deal of prejudice
Moderate amount of prejudice
Moderate friendly feeling
Great deal of friendly feeling
Not much feeling either way
No opinion
Perceived Attitudinal Change Over Past Few Years
Entire Sample Minority Respondents
41%
8
45
5
More toleran
Less tolerant
No change
No opinion
33%
23
42
2
(778) (48)(Number of Cases)
"Column percentages may not totallOO% due to rounding error
Perhaps the most volatile issue to confront Idahoans in recent years is abortion. Given that the 1989 Supreme Court
decision in Webster v. Reproductive Health Services suggests that states may have a greater say in regulating the perfor-
mance of abortions, each survey respondent was asked which of the following positions came closest to his or her view:
(1) abortion should be generally available to those who want it; (2) abortion should be available but more difficult to get
than it is now; or (3) abortion should not be available. As shown in Figure 13:
.43 percent of the respondents maintain that abortions should be generally available, 36 percent assert that
they should be available but more difficult to get, and 18 percent believe that abortion should not be
available.
22
17%
27
23
8
21
4
t of minorities
of minorities
Figure 13
CITIZENS' POSITIONS ON WHETHER
ABORTION SHOULD BE AVAILABLE *
(N= 782)
'Percentages do not equal 1000/0 due to rounding error.
Those respondents who stated that abortion should be available (n = 619) were asked whether Idaho should use public
funds to help pay the costs of abortion for women who could not afford them. Fifty-two percent of this sub-sample
favored such a policy, 43 percent were opposed, and 5 percent were uncertain.
Figure 14 gives the results of three other follow-up questions that were asked of all respondents: Should it be legal or
should it be against the law for a pregnant woman to obtain an abortion (1) if the woman's health is seriously endangered
by the pregnancy? (2) if the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest? or (3) if there is a chance of a serious defect in the
baby?
.91 percent of the respondents stated that it should be legal if the woman's health is seriously endangered,
87 percent believed that it should be legal if the pregnancy was due to rape or incest, and 69 percent said
that it should be legal if there was a chance of a serious defect in the baby.
The last question on abortion focused on how the issue ought to be resolved in Idaho. As Figure 15 indicates:
.decide
the issue, 7 percent favor resolution by the courts, and 22 percent support some other means of resolving
the abortion issue.
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FiAure 14
DEGREE OF SUPPORT FOR ABORTION UNDER
SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES
(N=787)
If woman's
health Is
seriously
endangered
II pregnancy
due 10 rape or
incesl
" chance of
serious defec
in baby
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mE CRIMINAL ]Usn CE SYSTEM
The United States has been described by various observers as a politically stable but violent country .To discover how
Idahoans evaluate the criminal justice system within their state, each survey respondent was queried about his or her
level of confidence in the courts to convict and properly sentence criminals. As Figure 16 discloses:
.14 percent of those interviewed have a great deal of confidence in the courts, 39 percent have some
confidence, 33 percent have little confidence, and 11 percent have no confidence in the courts.
Figure 16
CITIZENS' DESIGNATIONS OF CONFIDENCE IN
COURTS TO CONVICT AND PROPERL y
SENTENCE CRIMINALS
(N=783)
Those survey respondents who indicated that they had an opinion on how well the courts dealt with convicted
criminals (n = 605) were asked whether the Idaho's courts were too harsh in their punishment, about right, or not harsh
enough. Figure 17 indicates:
.2 percent of the respondents believe that the courts act too harshly, 18 percent feel that the punishments
are about right, and 80 percent claim the punishments are not harsh enough.
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Figure 17
CITIZENS' OPINIONS ON HOW
COURTS PUNISH CRIMINALS
(N=605)
Too harshly
2%
As revealed in Figure 18, one response by a citizenry that overwhelmingly envisions the court system as being too
lenient toward convicted criminals is support for capital punishment.
.Nearly eight out of ten Idahoans (79 percent) favors the death penalty for persons convicted of murder.
Moreover, strong support is voiced across demographic groups. When those respondents who favored capital
punishment (n = 616) were subsequently asked whether they would prefer life imprisonment without the possibility of
parole plus restitution over the death penalty , 58 percent of this sub-sample continued to back capital punishment. At
least two reasons can be hypothesized for this position. First, a vast majority of Idahoans assert that violent criminals
do not actually serve life in prison when they are sentenced to life without parole.
.77 percent of the respondents in the survey believe that even when violent criminals are sentenced to life
in prison without parole, they still can manage to get out of prison at some point.
Second, the
.61 percent of the respondents who were interviewed doubt that violent criminals can be rehabilitated.
In short, Idahoans seem to advocate harsher punishment in the criminal justice syste (including capital punishment)
because they believe that violent criminals frequently do not serve life in prison even if that was their sentence, and
because they assume that those violent criminals who do return to society are unlikely to have been rehabilitated in
prison.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS
if they had to make a choice between emphasizing economic growth or protecting the environme As Figure 19 shows:
.61 percent of the respondents supported protecting the environment, 23 percent favored making the
economy grow, and 13 percent advocated doing both.
Figure 19
PRIORITY FOR NATURAL RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT IN IDAHO
(N=784)
These results parallel previous findings on the willingness of Idahoans to back efforts at protecting the environment.
However, as revealed in Table 6, concern with environmental protection is not shared equally among all age groups.
.Only 47 percent of the respondents above the age of 60 would choose protecting the environment instead
of making the economy grow, compared to 60 percent aged 35 to 60, and 72 percent under the age of 35.
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TABLE 6
PRIORITY FOR NATURAL RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT IN IDAHO, BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP*
Make
Economy
Grow
Protect
Environment Both (N)
Demographic Group
Total Sample
Gender
Male
Female
Age*
18-34
35-60
61+
23% 61% 13% (784)
22
24
61
61
15
12
(368)
(416)
22
22
23
72
60
47
5
14
25
(264)
(348)
(165)
23
24
20
61
59
65
13
15
12
(361)
(249)
(172)
21
24
61
61
15
13
(261)
(471)
Education*
HS or less
Some college/tech.
HA or more
Household Income*
Under $25,000
$25,000+
State Planning Region
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
26
29
20
21
22
27
54
55
66
65
64
52
19
14
12
11
12
15
( 92)
( 77)
(286)
(111)
(105)
(113)
"Number of cases less than 784 due to refusal of some respondents to report age, education, or income.
Geographically, support for developing Idaho's natural resources with the most emphasis on protecting the environ-
ment is greatest in Regions III (66 percent), IV (65 percent), and V (64 percent).
To further probe the attitudes of Idahoans on the environment, survey respondents were asked whether companies
that severely pollute the environment should be shut down, even if it would mean a loss of jobs. As depicted in Table
7:
.71 percent of those polled support shutting down companies that severely pollute the environment,
whereas 22 percent oppose such a policy.
.The higher the level of education, the stronger the support for shutting down companies that severely
pollute. Among those surveyed, 81 percent with a bachelor's degree or more said that they would support
such a policy, while 66 percent of those with a high school degree or less took the same position.
.The higher the income, the stronger the support. A total of 76 percent of the respondents with annual
household incomes of $25,000 or more are supportive, while 65 percent of those with lower incomes
express the same opinion.
.Men (76 percent) are more likely than women (67 percent) to support a policy of closing down companies
that severely pollute, even if it costs jobs.
.Citizens between the ages of 35 and 60 are the most likely age group to support such a policy.
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TABLE 7
CITIZENS' OPINIONS ON SHUTfING DOWN COMPANIES
THA T SEVEREL Y POLLUTE, BY DEMOGRAPHIC GROUP*
Oppose
Policy
Support
Policy
No
Opinion (N)
Demographic Group
Total Sample
Gender
Male
Female
Age*
18-34
35-60
61+
72% 22% 6% (778)
76
67
20
24
(367)
(411)
4
8
66
78
68
26
17
26
8
4
6
(260)
(346)
(165)
66
72
81
26
21
16
7
7
2
(357)
(250)
(169)
65
76
27
20
7
4
(259)
(467)
Education*
HS or less
Some college/tech.
BA or more
Household Income*
Under $25,000
$25,000+
State Planning Region
I
II
III
IV
V
VI
76
63
74
74
63
74
22
31
20
16
26
22
2
5
6
10
10
4
( 91)
( 76)
(280)
(112)
(106)
(113)
"Number of cases less than 778 due to refusal of some respondents to report age, education, or income. Row percentages may not totallOO% due to rounding error.
The final question posed to those who were interviewed pertained to proposals aimed at diverting water from the
Snake River Basin to California. As Figure 20 shows:
.93 percent of the respondents opposed diverting water from the Snake River Basin to California.
.The strongest opposition to this proposal comes from individuals who have lived in the Gem State for over
a decade (94 percent), citizens over the age of 60 (98 percent), and residents in Regions IV (96 percent) and
XI (97 percent).
31
Figure 20
CITIZENS' OPINONS ON DIVERTING
WATER FROM THE SNAKE RIVER BASIN
TO CALIFORNIA
(N=783)
Favor
4%
No opinion
3%
Oppose
93%
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MEJHODOLOGICAL APPENDIX
The findings reported above are derived from an analysis of data collected in a survey of 787 respondents who were
interviewed by telephone between September 27 and October 7, 1990. Interviews were conducted from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. on weekdays, from 11 :00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, and from 1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday. Confidentiality
and anonymity were assured to each respondent.
Sample Selection
The survey questionnaire was administered to individuals 18 years of age or older in a random probability sample of
private households in Idaho. In order to draw the sample~ the state was divided into the six regions shown in Map 1,
and then separate sub-samples were selected from these regions. Each regional sub-sample size was made proportional
to the regional population size, as described in the 1989 Bureau of Census estimates. The primary benefits of this
procedure are an increase in geographic representativeness and a reduction in sampling error.
A sampling frame of all working telephone exchanges within each region was constructed based on the Waksberg
method. All of the central office codes within a region were organized into banks of 100 numbers each, with the banks
being defined by suffixes of 0000-0099, 0100 -0199,0200-0299, ..., 9900-9999. These banks were sampled with equal
mathematical probability by means of computer generated random numbers. If a number turned out to be a working
household number, an interview was attempted and the bank was retained for additional calls. If it was not a residential
phone number, the bank was eliminated from further sampling consideration. By using this version of random-digit
dialing, we obtained complete coverage of all residential numbers, including both listed and unlisted exchanges.
Once a given household was identified, we used the "last birthday" technique to randomly select a respondent within
the household. This procedure was employed because it lowers refusal rates, is easy for interviewers to use, and yields
a far more representative sample than uncontrolled selection.
In sum, our sampling design avoids selection bias by giving each element in the sampling frame a known and nonzero
probability of being selected. Of course, no survey is a perfect barometer of public opinion. By using the above
procedures, however, we can estimate with a certain degree of confidence how discrepant the sample results are from
the true population values. Since we have adopted the most stringent statistical assumptions above the variability of
the population under investigation, we are 95 percent confident that our results are accurate within plus or minus three
and one-half percentage points for findings based on the entire sample. This is to say, the chances are 95 out of 100 that
if the entire adult population of Idaho living in private households with access to a telephone had been polled, the results
would not deviate from our sample findings by more than three and one-half percentage points. Whereas this is the
maximum sampling error of the state-wide sample, the sampling error associated with estimat on subsets of the
overall sample can be higher, particularly for numerically small groups within the sample.
Interviewing Procedures
Methods of interviewing can affect the accuracy of survey results. Consequently, the questionnaire was given
developmental and polishing pretests, and all interviews were conducted with the Survey Research Center's computer-
assisted telephone interviewing system (CA TI). The final version of the questionnaire was programed into the
computer, read by the interviewer from the computer screen, and responses directly entered from the keyboard into the
computer. Because the cAn system allows for extensive branching and nesting of questions, as well as the inclusion
of logical checks and the randomization of response categories, the program makes sure that the questions are asked in
the correct sequence and the responses are consistent with the questions being asked. Thus the procedures we used
improved our quality control over the interview by eliminating possible data entry errors and allowing the interviewer
to focus on one question at a time without worrying about whether the next question in the survey was appropriate for
the type of individual being interviewed.
To further enhance the accuracy of the survey, the nonresponse problem was dealt with by making callbacks to
interview respondents who initially could not be contacted (busy signal, not at home, etc.) or were momentarily
unavailable. In addition, the interviewers were carefully trained in ways to reduce the number of refusals. The sample
size for some questions may be slightly less than 787 due to the desire of a few respondents not to discuss certain issues.
~~
Caveats and Qualifications
By using the procedures described above, we preserved the anonymity of those individuals who were interviewed.
Moreover, following standard professional practice, their names were not asked and if they were volunteered, they we
not recorded.
Although the sample reflects the state-wide population about which we want to generalize, it would be well to sound
a note of caution about the inferences that may be drawn from the findings. First, the problem of nonattitudes is one of
the most pervasive and complex problems in public opinion polling. If the topic of a poll is so remote from the
respondents' concerns that they do not hold genuine views on it, then the poll will give a misleading portrait of public
opinion. One factor that mitigates the problem of nonattitudes in this survey is the use of screening and filter questions
to separate likely attitude holders from nonattitude respondents. Another factor that minimized the possibility of
receiving superficial responses to the interview was the use of careful probing by interviewers to be sure that those
respondents with a nonexistent opinion were not forced into a choice, and those respondents with a genuine opinion did
not opt for a neutral position on a controversial question.
A second caveat that must be borne in mind when interpreting the results is the problem of refusals. A bias can be
introduced into the data if for some reason the refusals were concentrated among certain group within the population.
Fortunately refusals did not appear to be concentrated within any specific region of the state. Nevertheless, care should
still be exercised so as not to attribute greater precision to the results than is justified.
The last warning that should be raised pertains to the nature of telephone surveys. Despite widespread ownership
of telephones throughout the target population, low-income households and those households in which the head is
nonwhite and under the age of 35 tend to have a lower percentage of phones than other households. This sampling bias
Given the
homogeneity of Idaho's population, this is not as severe a problem as it might be in more ethnically diverse states.
Nonetheless it is a limitation that is inherent to some degree in any telephone survey.
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